


Putting social relations at the centre of  the 
built environment for people to flourish



Household at the core of legislative changes



Alternative Domesticities



Culture, House Form & Lifestyle

What happens when individuals are forced to inhabit houses that are
designed around another culture's concept of family life?

Do they alter their lives to match those of their new architectural
surroundings?

Or do they rigidly adhere to their traditional routines and practices 
in order to retain their cultural identity?

How does this impact their quality of life?



How can a system speak for the social?

Changing households as a unit of
analysis

Collaboration as method

Design Competition



Open House Visits for
Design Competition

with the third sector
for specialised housing

projects



Community meetings between Local Council,  NGOs & neighbours



Proposed house plans explained on site



Architects explaining plans to neighbours on site



NGO & Community Psychologist explaining the project



The social dimension in urban planning and housing
policies is often side-lined and the emphasis has been

more on the importance of the built environment and its
economic outcome (maximisation of space). Less

attention has been granted to social relations and the key
role they hold in determining the wellbeing of urban

communities.

Resilience as a tool for social cohesion and
wellbeing?


